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leader who might cause trouble-and to effect
the arrests so swiftly and so silently that no warning*
could reach any of them. De Maupas selected
separate police officers for each arrest; to each
one he gave orders independently and in secret;
not a single officer knew that arrests other than
that which he was to make were being carried out.
Seventy-eight persons - Thiers, Cavaignac, Chan-
gamier, and fifteen other members of the
Assembly, together with sixty chiefs of secret
societies and leaders of the mob - had been
designated for arrest, and for the past fortnight all
of these had been kept under continuous obser-
vation so that their whereabouts at the required
moment might be known. By dawn they had all
been awakened from their sleep and placed safely
under lock and key in the Mazas prison. Whilst
the arrests were in progress squads of police had
been placarding Paris with the proclamations, in
which the President accused the Assembly of
responsibility for the state of anarchy and civil
strife, declared the Assembly dissolved, universal
suffrage restored, and the capital under martial
law, appealed to the people as the sovereign
power to endorse his action, and submitted to
their votes the outlines of a constitution which
provided for a responsible head nominated for
ten years, a Council of State, and a Legislative
Chamber.